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' NEWSDAY 


viets Fight Computer Commies 


March. 15 _'87 


Moscow (AP) — Computer buffs are dealing 
in black-market programing and playing 
“Rambo” as well as other anti-Communist com- 
puter games because finding Soviet-made soft- 
ware is nearly impossible, a newspaper suid. 

“If it’s hard to buy a computer, it’s still possi- 
ble,” Komsomolskaya Pravda said in a review of 
the Soviet computer scene. “But prograins are 
simply not soll anywhere. Without programs, 
it’s just like a tape player without cassettes.” 

The Soviet Union has repeatedly stressed the 
importance of broadening the nation’s computer 
culture, but home-size computers remain in no- 
toriously short supply in stores. 

Two reporters from Komsomolskaya Pravda 


2068 Power Supply 


met with officials, programers and hackers, 
known as “sinklerists” apparently after the 
British-made Sinclair computer. 

One sinklerist showed them a list of 277 com- 

put programs that he was selling for five ru- 
les (about $8) apiece. “There was not one na- 
tionally made program,” they said. 

Because of foreign-made programs that have 
been copied, Soviet children can play “The Bat- 
tles of 1917” or pretend they are the anti-Com- 
munist crusader “Rambo,” the daily said. 

In another computer game, “Raid on Mos- 
cow,” they can obliterate strategic targets in the 
Soviet Union while dodging fighter-interceptors 
and anti-aircraft fire, the paper said. 
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Make It Cooler & Quieter 


I have discovered that programs SAVED 
to cassette tapes from the TS-2068 can 
have a very high Noise/Scratch background 
level making verification and loading a 
somewhat iffy proposition. The best way to 
determine if you have this problem is to 
monitor the signal on the tape aurally 
during loading. The background noise can 
be heard before the leader and between the 
leader and the program. If this condition 
creates a problem for you, the following 
will provide a solution. 

The TS-2068, when operated from a DC 
supply voltage of more than 13 volts, 
creates a superfluous noise on the 
internal . power distribution lines, 
probably from the action of the switching 
voltage regulator which supplies the 
regulated“5 volt supply. Somehow, this 
noise finds its way to the SPKR/TAPE 
output of“the SCLD chip. For some unknown 
reason, if the DC supply voltage is 
reduced to something less than 13 volts 
this noise disapears. I have found that a 
supply voltage of about 8 volts gives very 
good results. There are two drawbacks: At 
less than 15 volts you get NO COLOR output 
and the A&J MicroDrive will not work. 

Because I sometimes wish to use _ the 
MicroDrive and the Cassette tape storage 
interchangeably, as in taking programs 
from the MicroDrive and giving them long 
term storage on the cheaper cassettes, I 
developed a voltage reducer to put in the 
cord of the TS-2068 power unit so that I 
can change the supply voltage from the 
normally used 15 volts to a lower 8 volts 
when I want to save a program to cassette 
tape. The supply voltage can be changed 
from 15 volts to 8 volts and back to 15 
volts without affecting any of the program 
ox data stored in the TS-2068 memory. 


Also, by operating the TS-2066 at a normal 
15-16 volt level rather than the power 
unit's output of about 21 volts, the heat 
dissapation in the ‘'S-2068 is reduced 
considerbly. 

The schematic of the voltage reducer 
is self-explanatory. Two words of caution, 
however. Although the regulating 
transistor, 2N3055 or similar, is capable 
of passing many amps of current, it must 
be’well heat-sinked as it dissipates about 
5 Watts when delivering the low voltage 
output. When cutting the cord of the power 
unit, verify the polarity of the leads 
when they are reconnected remembering that 
the outer contact of the concentric 
connector is positive and the inner 
contact is negative. 

-- J W Dowell 
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